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The Reformation of the Church 
 

502 years ago the Christian world was shaken to its core when an 
obscure monk, priest, and professor named Martin Luther published his 
95 Theses. This is a set of numbered assertions, most of them no longer 
than a single sentence. On its surface it is a complaint about the late 
medieval practice of selling indulgences. At its heart is an argument 
about the essence of the Christian faith. As Luther puts it in Thesis 62, 
“the true treasure of the Church is the most holy Gospel of the grace 
and glory of God.” The key word is “Gospel,” or in plain English, 
“Good News.” As God will underscore with us repeatedly this morning, 
what makes us eternally right with God is not what we do, or pay, or 
suffer, or earn. Instead it’s nothing more than a simple trust that Jesus 
Christ, crucified and risen, is right for us.  
 
The world needs this Gospel as badly in 2019 as it did in 1517. And God 
in his profound mercy continues working through the Church to make it 
heard. That’s what we celebrate today, with thanks and praise to God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for gifts in Christ of peace, freedom, and 
wondrous, enduring hope. 
 
Today’s celebration features a full and festive liturgy. We will also 
welcome six of our children at the Lord’s Table for their first 
Communion 
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+ SERVICE OF WORD & SACRAMENT + 
REFORMATION 
October 27, 2019 

 
PRELUDE .................................................... “A Mighty Fortress,” Jonathan Reuss 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS + 
 
Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another... 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned from you and 
given ourselves into the power of sin.  We are truly sorry and humbly 
repent.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things we have done and things we have failed to do.  Turn us again 
to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you 
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  C Amen. 
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+ ENTRANCE +  

Turn to face the cross as it is carried into the church. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN ............................... “The Church’s One Foundation,” #654 
 

GREETING  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



 6 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Let us pray.  Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy 

Spirit renews the church in every age.  Pour out your Holy Spirit on your 
faithful people.  Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort 
them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and 
bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.   

C Amen. 
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+ THE WORD OF GOD + 
 

Sit 

 
FIRST LESSON ............................................................................. Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant 
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt--a covenant that they broke, though I was their 
husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, 
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know 
the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 
says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
     The Word of the Lord.   

C  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 46 .................................................“God Is Our Refuge,” Allen Pote (8:30) 
 

 (11:00)  Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 
 

Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 
1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 
  a very present | help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 
3though its waters | rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. Refrain 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 
  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
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5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the | break of day. 
6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth | melts away. Refrain 

 
SECOND LESSON .................................................................................. Romans 3:19-28 
Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 20For "no human being will be justified in his sight" by 

deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
     21 But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and 
is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through faith 
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as 
a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward 
as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to 
show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 
sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself 
is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
     27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 
works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by 
faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

GOSPEL ......................................................................................................... John 8:31-36 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN ........... ....“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word,” #517 
 

Lord, keep us steadfast in your  word; 
Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from your Son 

And bring to naught all he has done. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, your pow’r make known, 
For you are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend your holy church, 
That we may sing your praise eternally. 
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P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 8th chapter.   

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my 
word, you are truly my disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth 
will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham 
and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, 'You will be 
made free'?" 
     34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a 
slave to sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the 
son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free 
indeed.” 
     The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

O Comforter of priceless worth, 
Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life 
 

SERMON ............................................................................. The Rev. Dr. Jerome Burce 
 
Stand 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY ......................................................... “A Mighty Fortress,” #504 

(8:30) Choir sings stanza 3 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH .............................................................................. Nicene Creed 

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 

worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknow-ledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
After each petition – 

 

A  Lord, in your mercy, 

C  Hear our prayer.   
 
PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

C And also with you. 
 

Please greet each other using these or similar words: Peace be with you. 
Sit 

 
MISSION MINUTE ................................................................................ Chris Neumann 
 
OFFERING ..................... “Variations On ‘Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word,” 

Charles Callahan (8:30) 
“You Say,” Lauren Daigle (Messiah 4-8 School Choir 11) 

 
Stand 
 

OFFERTORY ............................ “Now Thank We All Our God,” #840, stanzas 1, 3 
 

Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices; 
Who, from our mothers’ arms, has blest us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
 
All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, 
The Son, and Spirit blest, who reign in highest heaven, 
The one eternal God, whom earth and heav’n adore; 
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P    Let us pray.  God of mercy and grace, 

C You adorn our lives with neighbors to love, bread to share, and good 
news to tell.  Make us eager to honor your desires and use what we 
have gathered to glorify your holy name, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.   Amen. 

 

+ HOLY COMMUNION + 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  

 

 

 

P You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God…now and forever.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen  

 

Sit 

RECOGNITION OF FIRST COMMUNICANTS 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 
 

Concerning the sacrament— 
Holy Communion is Christ’s gift to his Church, his true body and blood given with 
bread and wine for us to eat and drink.  Here Christ confirms in us the benefits of his 
death and resurrection.  He forgives our sins, refreshes our lives, and promises our 
salvation. We welcome to the Lord’s table all baptized and communing Christians who 
share this faith. 
 
In receiving, please follow the lead of the people around you.  There are two cups, one for 
drinking, the other for receiving by intinction, the host dipped in the cup. Gluten-free 
hosts are available for those who need them. Quietly ask the pastor.  If coming forward 
not to commune but to receive a blessing, approach the pastor with your arms crossed. 

 
Stand 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN ................... “For By Grace You Have Been Saved,” #598 

“O Lord, We Praise You,” #499 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 
Silence for reflection. 
 
BENEDICTION 

P Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
HYMN ............................................................ “Salvation Unto Us Has Come,” #590 

Stanzas 1, 5, 6 
DISMISSAL  

 A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

C Amen! Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE ................................... “Salvation unto Us Has Come,” David Johnson 

 
 
 
Psalm 46:11. Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019 

 
 

FIRST COMMUNICANTS 
 

Lila Beebe 

Aadan Brady 

Eli Henry 

Adam Brown 

Camille Johnson 

Kendall Lewis 

Lydia Sayers 
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SERVING TODAY 
 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Burce 

Presiding Minister  – Pastor Bridger 

Assisting Ministers – Carl Herhuth, Linda Herhuth (8:30);  
Mike Allan, Mike Thiel (11) 

Lectors – Jared Waugaman (8:30); Cathy Zalac (11) 

Communion Assistants – Priscilla Hinsch, Lee Vysoky (8:30);  
Melissa Hollander, Bob Zalac (11) 

Acolytes – Gavin Jennings, Gavin Waugaman (8:30);  
Adam Digney, Tim Hollander, Evan Thiel, Luke Thiel (11) 

Brass Ensemble – Directed by Adonai Henderson 

 Messiah Choir (8:30) – Directed by Connie Triplett 

Messiah School Choir; grades 4-8 (11) – Directed by Kate Ilg  

Soloists (11) – Elizabeth Hessler, Maddy Bush,  
Connor Masterson, Liam Dennis 

Cantor – Nigel Copeland (11) 

Organist – Connie Triplett 

Greeters – Karen Beodray (8:30); Marilyn Sheerer (11) 

Deacons – Frank Beodray, Trish Kvasnicka (8:30);  
Russ Digney, Bob Trapp (11) 

Ushers – Ken Novack, Greg Prohaska, Gregory Prohaska (8:30);  
Jim Breckel, Chase Sherer, Ryan Szczepinski, Aubrey Thiel (11) 

Nursery – Jodi Norris, Kaylie Norris (11) 

Altar Guild – Bonnie Price, Martha Trapp 

Trustee – David Fretthold 
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 IN OUR PRAYERS 

+ The mission of the Gospel in the world today 

+ People facing opposition as they speak God’s truth and promise 

+ Pope Francis, Bishop Eaton and all who serve Christ as leaders in the 
church 

+ The Lutheran witness in Greater Cleveland 

+ Our children coming to the Lord’s Table today for the first time 

+ Our congregation as we prepare stewardship plans for the coming year 

+ Seeking healing:  Becky Eicher, Judy Gahl, Jacob Ressler, Jim Schultz 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN 

In celebration of the birthdays of Kristen Burns and Virginia Burns 

 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

Oct. 26—PHILLIP NICOLAI, d. 1608, JOHANN HEERMANN, d. 1647, and PAUL 

GERHARDT, d. 1676, perhaps the greatest of all Lutheran hymnwriters. 

 

GOD’S WORD FOR NEXT WEEK 
All Saints Sunday 

Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18, Psalm 149, Ephesians 1:11-23, Luke 6:20-31 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator – Darlene Waugh 
Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 

 
+  +  + 

 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
mailto:school@messiahfp.org

